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2025 Holiday Brunch and Silent Auction 
Saturday, December 6, 2025 

9:30 -10:00 am arrival and social time; 10:00 start 
Pine Valley Country Club  10900 Pine Mills Road, Fort Wayne, 46845 

Cost:  $25.00 

Please join us for our traditional holiday brunch and silent auction. Enjoy a brunch 
of scrambled eggs, bacon, potatoes, fruit and a variety of pastries. 

The silent auction has really become a hit and is one of our biggest fundraisers. 
Plan to arrive by 9:45 to check-in, mingle, set up your auction item or begin to 
browse and bid. Program/Meeting will begin at 10:00 am. As always, guests are 
welcome to attend. Meal will include a gluten free entrée. Send in your 
reservations now! 

Your reservation and $25/person must be received no later than Monday, November 24. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

2025 AAUW Fort Wayne Holiday Brunch and Silent Auction Reservation Form 
Saturday, December 6, 2025 at 9:45 am  

Your reservation and $25/person MUST be received by Monday, November 24. 

Member Name: ____________________________________________ Dietary needs: _____________________ 

Guest #1 Name: ____________________________________________ Phone: ___________________________ 

Email of Guest #1: ________________________________________ Dietary needs: ____________________ 

Guest #2 Name: ____________________________________________ Phone: ___________________________ 

Email of Guest #2: ________________________________________ Dietary needs: _____________________ 

Guest #3 Name: ____________________________________________ Phone: ___________________________ 

Email of Guest #3: ________________________________________ Dietary needs: _____________________ 

Total Number Attending: __________ x $ 25 each meal = Total Check Amount: $_____________________ 

Mail this form and your check payable to: “AAUW Fort Wayne Branch”  

To: Betty McCrory, 16435 Amethyst PKWY, Fort Wayne, IN 46845 
Ph: 260-402-4447    Email:  bjoperri@icloud.com   Check # ________________________ 

Pay online at https://bit.ly/AAUWDecBrunch. 
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  Thoughts from your President  
By Andrea Tarbet 

Let’s Act Up! 
 
The most recent national protest against current federal government policy and action was No Kings 2, 
held on Saturday, Oct. 18. By all accounts it was a resounding success – more than 7 million people 
participated in over 2.700 events in all 50 states, Washington, D.C., and around the world! My sister in 
Portland, OR, had to park and walk four miles from the protest location because 50,000 people were 
there! I am so proud that national AAUW joined forces with the organizations sponsoring this event.  
 
But it doesn’t end here. Political scientist Erin Chenowith, among others, has found through her research 
that the threshold for making true change is 3.5% of the population engaging in sustained, peaceful protest, 
which is 12 million people in the U.S. Clearly, there is more work to be done and it will take all of us.  
 
How can each of us participate in this process and make our voice heard? Not everyone can physically 
march – some have physical limitations, and many are working during the protests.  
 

1) Support the protests in other ways. Contact the organizers of the next protest and offer to donate 
and bring bottled water, or funds to buy it. Offer to drive protestors to and from the protest 
location. Make signs for your friends to hold at the protest. As you drive by a protest, lay on your 
car horn! As a protestor, nothing feels better than hearing those car horns blaring as people drive 
past on Clinton St.  

2) Keep informed of what’s happening at the national, state, and local levels. Our local newspaper, 
The Journal-Gazette, needs and deserves our financial support of its independent reporting, but if 
you can’t afford a subscription, look up our local TV and radio news outlets like WBOI. Read your 
emails from national AAUW and from our state AAUW Public Policy Director, Dr. Bobbie Weikle.  

3) Respond to what’s happening as best you can. Research shows that phone calls are arguably most 
effective at contacting our legislators. Dread the thought of making phone calls? Write emails – our 
AAUW Two Minute Activist can help with talking points for both emails AND phone calls (search 
AAUW.org for how to sign up). If you want to go old school, write and mail a letter. 

4) Invite others to join you in your efforts. That makes it fun! My cousin and I went to a protest 
together and it was great. I ran into one of our AAUW members there which was neat. There is a 
lot to be said for the affirmation that comes with joining like-minded people. That is one of the 
reasons I joined AAUW years ago. 

 
I’m sure that you can think of many more ways to be heard- this is only the beginning. Send me an email 
with a picture of your protests or a note about how you are making your voice heard so we can put it in 
the newsletter!  
 
In solidarity, 
 
Andrea Tarbet 
AAUW Fort Wayne Branch President 
mail to: presaauwfortwayne@gmail.com 
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NOW  
is the best time to Recruit 

New AAUW Members! 
 

Every AAUW member is a 
part of the membership 
team. Experience tells us 
that new members who 

are recruited by our own 
Branch members become 
active and stay in AAUW.  

Membership Matters 
By Monette King, Director of Membership 
edwar94470@aol.com or (260) 414-3916 

AAUW FW Branch Board Meetings for 2025-2026  

Location:  Ivy Tech Community College  

 3800 N Anthony Blvd, Fort Wayne, IN 46805 

Start time is 6:00 pm.  

2026: January 12, March 9, May 11 

Watch your email prior to each board meeting for the agenda and additional 
details from presaauwfortwayne@gmail.com.  

Save the Date 2025-2026 Programs 
 
2025:  December 6 – Pine Valley 
2026: March 7 – Girl Scouts of Northern Indiana-Michiana Service Center 
                                 10008 Dupont Circle Dr E Fort Wayne 46825 
 May 2 – The Wolf Family Building at Salomon Park Farm  
                              817 W. Dupont Rd Fort Wayne 46825 

Thanks to the hard work of Theresa Brady who pulled it all together, our AAUW 
Yearbook was printed and mailed by Oct. 22, 2025.  I hope you found it in your home 
mailbox a few days later that week.  This year's version has a WHITE cover. Please use  
it to make notes about Membership changes as our year goes along.  
 
Corrections to the 2025-26 Yearbook 
p. 10 – Betty McCrory’s email should be bjoperri@icloud.com. 
p. 28 – Martha Dawnson’s email should be hwaynedawson@gmail.com 
             Judy Gilman should be listed as Judith (Gillman) Jones. 
p. 29 – Barb Kanning request that you use her landline only and cross out her cell phone 
p. 31 – Phyllis Thompson’s email is incorrect, AND her family requests that we  
             use buckt1255@gmail.com instead.  
 
Members, consider inviting a potential member to our Dec. 6th Branch meeting. If you 
let me know ahead of time, I will be prepared with a Guest Packet for them. Thanks! 
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Silent Auction Fundraiser 
By Barb Kanning, Auction Chair 
 
After decades of sharing our talents and treasures with AAUW, we will once again meet on Saturday, 
December 6th at Pine Valley Country Club to kick off the holiday season. Please begin planning NOW!  
 
Bring a gift item you know has been popular OR create a new idea to share in our sales. The auction items do 
not have to be “baskets”. A wide variety of items will be available. Among the contributions to bid on are 
lovely hand-crafted or specialty homemade food items. Some wonderful gift certificates for hotel overnights 
or for attending local events have also been donated for previous auctions. Get creative and surprise us with 
what you come up with for us to bid on!   
 
Bring family, friends, neighbors - anyone who would enjoy our brunch and shopping for special gifts. Bring 
your checkbook, too!  
 
This year, our Branch Board of Directors decided that our funds raised should stay here in our own Branch to 
help fund in the following ways:  

 50% will be used for our Programming expenses 
 25% will help fund our Period Poverty Project 
 25% will help fund general operating expenses that need to be covered  

Thanks so much, in advance, for your support and generosity. 
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Please share updated meeting dates/times locations for 2025-2026 to presaauwfortwayne@gmail.com.  

 
 

Current Literature I Group Leader: Theresa Brady 
Group meets at 6:30-8:45 pm on the first Tuesday of the month at the ACPL Main Branch. 
November 4 – Fire Keeper’s Daughter by Angeline Boulley Discussion Leader: Andrea Tarbet 

December 2 – Let Us March On by Shara Moon Discussion Leader: Martha Dawson 

January TBD – LUNCH!!  

March 3 – The Borrowed Life of Frederick Fife by  Discussion Leader: Carol Burgess 

April 7 – The Rose Code by Kate Quinn Discussion Leader: Nancy Andrews 

 

Current Literature II Group Leader: Cheryl Mathews 
Group meets at 1-2:30 pm on the fourth Monday of the month at the Community Villas of Heritage Lakes Club 
House at 8220 St. Joe Road, FW.  

October 27 – Small Things Like These by Claire Keegan Reviewer: Ruth Hostess: Leslie 

November 24 – The Thursday Murder Club by Richard Osman  Reviewer: Cheryl Hostess: Ruth  

February 23, 2026 – The Frozen River by Ariel Lawhon Reviewer: Linda Hostess: TBD 

March 23 – When Harry Met Minnie by Martha Teichner Reviewer: Lois Hostess: Linda 

April 27 – Choose Books Hostess: Lois 

 

Creative Arts & Service Group Leader: Monette King 
The group meets mostly third Tuesday of the month at 11:30 am. 

November 18 – Olive Garden, 315 Coliseum Blvd W, FW, IN 46805 Hostess: Donna McKenzie 

December 9 – Baker Street Steakhouse, 4820 N. Clinton FW, 46825 Hostess: Jeanne Sheridan 

 

Interest Groups   

AAUW Fort Wayne IN Branch Committees 
AAUW Funds: Barb Kanning  

Bulletin Editor: Theresa Brady 

College/University Liaison (IVY Tech): Open 

College/University Liaison (PFW): Open 

Director of Communications/Media Publicity: Open  

Director of Diversity and International Relations: Open  

Director of Public Policy: Open  

Historian: Open 

Member Records: Theresa Brady 

Nominating Committee Convener: Open 

Recognition Chair: Barb Kanning  

Reservations: Betty McCrory 

AAUW Fort Wayne IN Branch  
Board of Directors 
President: Andrea Tarbet 

Director of Programs: Stephany Bourne 

Director of Membership: Monette King 

Recording Secretary: Rhea Ervin  

Corresponding Secretary: Theresa Brady 

Director of Finance: Cathy Huff 

Chair of AAUW Trust: Dr. JoAnne Alvarez 

 

Interest Groups   


